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Appendix D:  Public Involvement in the LMS Planning Process 
This appendix addresses the following FEMA requirements: 
 
§201.6(b)(1) and §201.6(c)(1): The planning process must include:  An opportunity for the public to 
comment on the plan during the drafting stage and prior to the plan approval.  
 
§201.6(c)(1):  The plan must include:  Documentation of the planning process used to develop the plan, 
including how it was prepared, who was involved in the process, and how the public was involved. 
 
§201.6(c)(4)(iii): The plan must include discussion on how the community will continue to participate 
in the plan maintenance process.   
 
The PBC LMS Steering Committee, Working Group, and Revisions Sub-Committee worked extensively 
to gather public interest in reviewing the current plan and providing suggestions       or input on the future 
draft of the plan that you are now reading.  An electronic public request was made to review the existing 
LMS (2020) and a dedicated email address (LMS-PBC@pbcgov.org) was created to solicit public input.  
These were also advertised through press releases, the LMS Times (LMS’s quarterly newsletter that is 
distributed to the public through municipalities and the DEM website), social media (Facebook and 
Twitter), the DEM webpage, and through our LMS membership through their public interface in other 
outreach programs being conducted in the lead-up to the meetings. 
 
A Public Input forum, on the First Draft published to the DEM webpage) was held on September 13, 
2023 after-hours in order to maximize availability to interested citizens. Unfortunately, even with all the 
effort to gain public interest, very few members of the public         attended. Those that did attend did not 
provide any new information that was not already included in the current LMS document, or had already 
been identified in the future draft that was being written. 
 
The LMS Coordinator, at the direction of the LMS Revisions Sub-Committee, also produced an online 
survey to gather information from members of the public as to hazards, vulnerabilities, and mitigation prior 
to the first draft being produced.  This online survey was advertised via the DEM website, various 
municipality webpages, social media, and word of mouth. The survey received several responses. The 
results of those responses were forwarded to the Revisions Sub-Committee for possible inclusion into the 
LMS2024 draft document. However, many of the responses were not useful or for other hazards and did 
not provide any new usable information for the LMS2024 draft. 
 
A second Public Forum on the final draft was held on October 13, 2024, prior to the regularly scheduled 
LMS Working Group meeting, at 9:00am at the Wellington Community Center.  The second Public 
Forum press releases, the LMS Times (LMS’s quarterly newsletter that is distributed to the public 
through municipalities and the DEM website), social media (Facebook and Twitter), the DEM webpage, 
and through our LMS membership through their public interface in other outreach programs being 
conducted  in the lead-up to the meetings.  
 
The LMS Coordinator, at the direction of the LMS Steering Committee, also produced an online survey 
to gather information from members of the public as to hazards, vulnerabilities, and mitigation for those 
that were unable to attend a meeting in person. This online survey was advertised via the DEM website, 
various municipality webpages, social media, and word of mouth. The survey ran for four (4) weeks and 
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received few responses. The results of those responses were forwarded to the Revisions Subcommittee 
and the Steering Committee for possible inclusion into the LMS2024 draft document. However, many of 
the responses were very hurricane-oriented in nature, not useful for other hazards, and did not provide 
any new usable information for the final LMS2024 draft. 
 
The following pages present documentation from the public input outreach that was conducted prior to 
the drafting of the LMS2024 update. The first set of pages deal with the public meetings. 
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SFWMD Resiliency Coordination Forum & LMS Open House 
August 30, 2023 
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LMS Revisions Presentation and Public Input Request at the PBC EM Team Meeting 
September 20, 2023 
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