Palm Beach County Property Appraiser’s Office
October 2018 Newsletter

Dear Taxpayers:
The end of the tax year is fast approaching and October is a busy month in my office as we
certify the ad valorem tax roll to the Tax Collector’s Office.
(Please note: The Property Appraiser's Office does not set tax rates nor does it collect taxes. Tax
bills will be mailed on November 1, 2018. Questions about tax collections should be directed to the
Tax Collector's Office.)
Also during this time, my office will start petition hearings led by the Value Adjustment Board for
property owners who filed a petition because they disagree with their property assessment or
denied exemption, etc. On average, the number of petitions filed in Palm Beach County is low,
typically less than 1% of the total parcels in the County.
As we move into the final months of 2018, my office will continue to remind property owners to
review their homestead exemption status to determine whether they might qualify for additional
property tax saving benefits. If you do not have a homestead exemption on your property, we
encourage you to apply online or visit one of our service centers in the County.
This year the general election will be held on November 6, 2018 and there will be 12 proposed
amendments on the ballot. Many of these came from the Constitutional Revision Commission which
meets every 20 years to review changes to the Constitution. To be added to the state constitution,
voters must approve each amendment with a majority of 60% of the vote.
This month’s newsletter will provide explanations for Amendments 1 and 2, which affect Florida
property taxes. I hope you will find this information helpful.

Respectfully,
Dorothy Jacks, CFA, AAS
Palm Beach County Property Appraiser

Upcoming General Election - Tuesday, November 6, 2018.
Below is a summary of Amendments 1 and 2, which will be on the ballot for the general election,
held on Tuesday, November 6th.
Amendment 1
Language: Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution to increase the homestead
exemption by exempting the assessed valuation of homestead property greater than $100,000
and up to $125,000 for all levies other than school district levies. The amendment shall take
effect January 1, 2019.
More commonly referred to as the “Third Homestead”, if this amendment is approved by the
voters, this would give all homesteaded property owners an additional $25,000 exemption on
value between $100k and $125K. For example, if a property owner’s assessed value is below
$100k (because they live in a lower value home, OR their cap savings has held their assessed
value below that threshold) they will NOT receive benefit from this additional exemption.
There are 339,832 homesteaded properties in PBC, of those, 242,910 will benefit from this
exemption should it pass. The tax savings would be approximately $200-$300 per year.
If voters approve this exemption, it will reduce the tax revenue each taxing authority, i.e. city,
county, special districts (except the school board) collects.
Amendment 2
Language: Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution to permanently retain provisions
currently in effect, which limit property tax assessment increases on specified non-homestead real
property, except for school district taxes, to 10% each year. If approved, the amendment
removes the scheduled repeal of such provisions in 2019 and shall take effect January 1, 2019.
Amendment 2 allows for the continuation of the 10% cap on non-homesteaded properties. The
10% cap was approved by voters in 2008 for the duration of 10 years and is set to expire on
December 31, 2018. If this amendment is approved by the voters, the 10% cap would continue in
perpetuity.
If it does not pass, by law, my office will be required to remove the 10% cap savings that is
currently on some non-homesteaded properties. Owners of approximately 134,592 nonhomesteaded properties would see a tax increase.
As always, the Property Appraiser’s position is to adhere to the law concerning the outcome of
any constitutional amendment. If Amendments 1 and 2 receive approval from the voters, we will
make any necessary changes to our processes to comply with the new laws.
If you have any questions regarding Amendments 1 and 2, please call our office at
561.355.3230.

